
To begin, students should 
obtain a high school 
diploma or a GED. 

An associate degree is not necessary; however, it is an 
appropriate start to the career. Programs in Clinical Laboratory 
Science offers courses that train you in immunology, 
microbiology, human anatomy and diseases, as well as each 
individual test. An associate degree can be used as a 2+2 
program for a bachelor's degree in Clinical Lab Science, Clinical 
Lab Technology or a specific lab technology.

Earn a bachelor’s degree 
from accredited university in 
Clinical Laboratory Science, 
Medical Technology or 
related area of study. 
(additional 2 years, if you 
hold an associate’s degree 
or 4 full years).

Many states require Clinical Lab Scientists to obtain state licenses before 
practicing. Those entering this field may want to consider checking with their 
state's medical board to determine if licensure is necessary and what 
prerequisites are being tested, such as educational requirements and 
clinical experience.

Consider earning a master's degree in Clinical Laboratory 
Science or Clinical Laboratory Management to advance your 
career. These programs train you in the essential principles of 
managing a laboratory, such as human relations, 
management, organization, leadership, and research. 

PATHWAYS TO BECOMING A 
CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENTIST

As a Clinical Laboratory Technologist or Technician, you’ll work behind-the-scenes, 
processing lab tests that doctors count on to correctly diagnose and treat patients. You’ll 
identify abnormal blood cells, detect cancerous tumors, perform cultures and identify 
bacteria and viruses, and assure safe transfusion of blood products. Additionally, you’ll 
monitor testing quality and support staff in lab operations.

HIGH SCHOOL

CERTIFICATION

GRADUATE DEGREE

GET LICENSED

ASSOCIATE DEGREE BACHELOR’S DEGREE

Must pass a written exam given by American 
Medical Technologists Certification.  The 
American Society for Clinical Pathology also 
offers certification. 






